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THE UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA
SPNS 315: Topics in Hispanic Culture Professor: Jannine Montauban
Cervantes and his times LA 426
MWF 11:00 –11:50 p.m. Office hours: MWF 10:00-10:50 pm
LA 138 and by appointment
Fall 2021 jannine.montauban@mso.umt.edu
Course Description:  
It’s no exaggeration to say that Don Quixote de la Mancha is one of the most
famous books in the history of literature. This novel, which tells the adventures
and misfortunes of a man who wanted to be a knight-errant in the land of La 
Mancha, was written by Miguel de Cervantes in the 17th century, and is among 
the world’s most translated tales.
This approved upper-division writing class offers intensive study of Cervantes’s
Don Quixote (1605 & 1615) and Exemplary Stories (1613), and provides students
with an understanding of Cervantes’s artistic achievement within the socio-
historical and literary context of Spain’s Golden Age. Since Cervantes’s books are
fundamentally about readers reading or misreading, and about writers writing, or
failing to write, this class will also concentrate on Cervantes’s own theory of
literary production and its influence in contemporary literature and literary
criticism. This class will also help students become more confident and effective
writers in the field of Hispanic/Literary Studies.
Learning outcomes:  
Upon completing the upper-division writing requirement, the student should be
able to:
• Identify and pursue more sophisticated questions for academic inquiry
• Find, evaluate, analyze, and synthesize information effectively from diverse
sources.
• Manage multiple perspectives as appropriate.
• Recognize the purposes and needs of discipline-specific audiences and
adopt the academic voice necessary for the chosen discipline.
• Use multiple drafts, revision, and editing in conducting inquiry and 
preparing written work.
• Follow the conventions of citation, documentation, and formal
presentation appropriate to that discipline.
• Develop competence in information technology and digital literacy.
 
 
   
 
   
 







   
        
       
                    
 











    
     
  





Cervantes, Miguel de. Exemplary Stories. Lesley Lipson trans. Oxford’s World
Classics. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998
Cervantes, Miguel de, Don Quixote.  John Rutherford trans. New York: Penguin,
2001.
González Echevarría, Roberto. Cervantes’ Don Quixote. A Casebook. New York:
Oxford University Press, 2005 
*Material in moodle
*MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (Library)
Requirements/Student Assessment: 
Jr-Sr standing 
Attendance/Active Participation/Summaries * 20%
4 Short papers ** 40%
Final paper 20%
1 Exam 20%
*Class Participation: A satisfactory participation grade assumes that you come to
class each day prepared and ready to engage in the discussions. Students must 
read the primary texts and the secondary sources. Students must summarize at 
least FOUR of the scholarly articles. Summaries, which are 1-2 pages long, must 
identify the main point(s) of the article (as well as supporting ideas and evidence)
and show adequate critical comprehension of the material.
** 3 Short papers of 5-6 pages. They require either a close reading (Explication de
texte) of specific passages or a short essay about a topic provided by the
instructor  (in the latter case, I will assign the topic a week in advance). You must
follow the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers guidelines on the
physical format of the paper and on the way of documenting print and electronic
sources. For each paper you should use at least five secondary sources (not
counting dictionaries or encyclopedias). Failure to follow the appropriate format
and/or use an adequate number of secondary sources will lower your grade by 5
points. Papers are due at the beginning of the class period, they must be
submitted in print and they must be delivered in person.
   
   
 













   
  
*** Final paper. 8-10 pages. You must follow the MLA Handbook for Writers of
Research Papers guidelines on the physical format of the paper and on the way
of documenting print and electronic sources. Failure to do this will lower your
grade by 5 points. Final papers are due on Thursday December 16th 
Web Resources 
Web Cervantes by the University of Alcala ( http://cervantes.uah.es)
The Cervantes Project (http://www.csdl.tamu.edu/cervantes/english/)
Cervantes Virtual Library (http://cervantesvirtual.com)
Important Notices: 
No grade of “I” (incomplete) will be given 
No late work of any kind will be accepted, please do not ask 
 
If you are a student with a disability who will require reasonable program 
modifications in this course, please meet with Disability Services for Students in 
Lommasson 154 for assistance in developing a plan to address program 
modifications. If you are already working with Disability Services arrange to meet 
with me during my office hours to discuss reasonable modifications that may be 
necessary. For more information, visit the Disability Services website at 
http://www.umt.edu/disability. 
 
All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject to 
an academic penalty by the course instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by 
the University. 
All students need to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code. The Code is 
available for review online at http://www.umt.edu/SA/VPSA/index.cfm/page/1321 
 
COVID Safety instructions:  
• Mask use is required within the classroom.
• If you feel sick and/or are exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms, please don’t 
come to class and contact the Curry Health Center at (406) 243-4330.
• If you are required to isolate or quarantine, you will receive support in the
class to ensure continued academic progress.










        




• UM recommends students get the COVID-19 vaccine. Please direct your
questions or concerns about vaccines to Curry Health Center.
• Where social distancing (maintaining consistent 6 feet between
individuals) is not possible, specific seating arrangements will be used to
support contact tracing efforts.
• Class attendance and seating will be recorded to support contact tracing 
efforts.
• Drinking liquids and eating food is discouraged within the classroom.
Grading Scale:  
A 94-100 A- 90-93 B + 87-89 B 83-86  B- 80-82 C+ 77-79 
C 73-76 C- 70-72  D+ 67-69 D 63-66 D- 60-62 F 59 & below
Calendar: 
1st  week: August 30, September 1& 3 
M: Introduction. 
W: B.W.Ife. “The historical and social context.” p. 11-31.  
GE: Manuel Durán. “Cervantes’ Harassed and 
Vagabond Life “ p. 23-33. 
F:  Prologue of Don Quixote   GE: A Note on the Title p. xiii-xiv  
 
 
2nd  week: September 6, 8 & 10 
M:  Labor Day  
W: Don Quixote: Chap. 1-6   GE: Menéndez Pidal. “The Genesis of  
Don Quixote” p. 63-94. (R) 
F: Don Quixote: Chap. 7-12  
        
3rd  week: September 13, 15 & 17  
   
M: Don Quixote: Chap. 13-18 El Saffar, Ruth. “In Marcela’s Case” p. 
157-178. (R) 
W: Don Quixote: Chap. 19-22   
F Don Quixote: Chap. 23 -26   Essay # 1 
 
4rd  week: September 20, 22 & 24  
 
M: Don Quixote: Chap. 27-29     
W: Don Quixote: Chap. 30-33   
F: Don Quixote: Chap. 34-37  GE: Wardropper. “Don Quixote: Story  
or History?”  p. 141-162. (R) 
5th  week: September 27, 29 & October 1                     
    
M: Don Quixote: Chap. 38-41 Lee, Christina. “The legend of the 
Christian Arab Madonna” p. 105-121. (R) 
W: Don Quixote: Chap. 42- 46  * rewrite due 
F: Don Quixote: Chap. 47-49 
 
6th  week: October 4, 6 & 8   
M: Don Quixote: Chap. 50-52 Quint, David. “Cervantes’s Method and 
Meaning” p.  3-21. (R) 
W: Exam (Don Quixote First Part)               
F: Prologue to the Exemplary Stories José Ortega y Gasset. “Exemplary  
Novels” p. 114-117. 
7th  week: October 11, 13 &15   
M: “The Little Gipsy Girl” Schmitz, Ryan. “The Hand as Metaphor” 
p. 99-112. (R) 
W: “The Little Gipsy Girl”      
F: “The Spanish-English Lady” 
 
8th  week: October 18, 20 & 22 
M: “The Spanish-English Lady” Stoops, Rosa Maria. “Elizabeth I of 
England as Mercurian Monarch” p. 177-
197. (R) 
W: “The Illustrious Kitchen Maid”  Essay # 2 
F: “The Illustrious Kitchen Maid”  Williamson, Edwin. “Challenging the 
hierarchies” p. 655-674. (R)   
    
9th  week: October 25, 27 & 29      
M: “Rinconete and Cortadillo” Reed, Helen. “Theatricality in the 
Picaresque of Cervantes” p. 71-84. (R)  
https://www.h-net.org/~cervantes/csa/articf87/reedhh.htm 
 
W:  “The Deceitful Marriage” 
F: “Deceitful Marriage/Dialogue”  Grinberg & Rodríguez, “Cervantes as  




   
10th  week: November 1, 3 & 5    
M: “The Dialogue of the Dogs” 
W: Don Quixote Part Two: Prologue         Foucault, “What is an Author?”p. 342- 
 353. 
F: Don Quixote Part Two: Chap. 1-8         Essay #3 
 
11th  week: November 8, 10 & 12  
M: Don Quixote Part Two: Chap. 9-16   GE: Auerbach, Erich. “The Enchanted  
 Dulcinea”. p. 35-61.  
W: Don Quixote Part Two: Chap. 17-23   
F: Don Quixote Part Two: Chap. 24-30 
 
12th  week: November 15, 17 & 19 
M: Don Quixote Part Two: Chap. 31-36       Nabokov, Vladimir. “Cruelty and  
                                                                              Mystification”. p. 51-74 
W: Don Quixote Part Two: Chap. 37-42 
F: Don Quixote Part Two: Chap. 43-48    
 
13th  week: November 22 






14th  week: November 29, December 1 & 3   
M: Don Quixote Part Two: Chap. 49-54       Gilbert-Santamaría, Donald.  
“Sancho’s Insula” p. 15-25. 
W: Don Quixote Part Two: Chap. 55- 60    
F: Don Quixote Part Two: Chap. 61 –66 
 
15th  week: December 6, 8 & 10    
M: Don Quixote Part Two: Chap. 67- 70 
W: Don Quixote Part Two: Chap. 71- 74           O’Reilly, Terence. “The Death of 
Don Quixote.” p. 1269-1285. 
F: Closing Remarks: The legacy of Cervantes  
Final paper: Thursday, Dec 16 (uploaded via Moodle)
